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BARRE'S EL CLUB ESPANOL

The Spanish Cludb rooms breathe 0ld Spain, They flaunt
Loyalism,eeee

From the far wall lettere in shrieking red prophesy,
Norive El Fasoismo! - Pasoism will dle! Bemeath the womds
a crude, hand~imitted fipure extends right arm heavermard,
the other to the ground. It is encased in glass, and maple
framed. Deside it s padloocksd contribution box makes the
plea, Salvemos el nino espanol. Flaming Loyalist posters
hide tho east wall. Ayuda Al Pusblp Espapel! Ayuda a
Ispanal! Cpyz Rojs Espencl. A long, handwritten list of
Barre subsoridbers hangs from the Spanish Red Cross Certif-
icate,

Tl Cludb overloocks lorth Nain Street, just above Barre's
tdeadline.! The furnishings are simple, prectical. Smooth-
worn benches line the walls, Sturdy card tables are scat-
tered the length and width of the main rocm. Two are marble-
topped tables with metal bases fastened to the bare, hard-
wood floor, - reliecs, perhaps, of same emoe fashionable
parre club. Red-and-yellow streamers bDrighten the ceiling.
Their crispness has been lost to the moist hotness of June
days, lNow the colors rustle their patriotism 1imply.

Jobn Bavine, born Juan iavine some sixty-five years
ago in Santander, Spain, is Il Club's efficient secretary.
If ovor his was the hcritape of Spain, - reven hair, olive
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skin, flashin; eyes, = tine and sorrov have claimod then,
have fadod the thick halr to gray-vhite, Lurned tlhe cyes
to a dull ash, %here is lkindness in those eyos, and un=
derstandingg and when he spealts of his wife and throe
children 'trapped' as he says in 'Iranco's Cpain', guf'-
foring and helplossncss voil then. lamuel Teral, his
young Larre-born companion, is more truly a som of Spain
in feature and action. Coal blaci: hair, dark eyes, fino-
1y chiseled nose wit: spirited flarcs at the nostrils,
impotuous, bold in specch and 1deas. i little of the
braggadoeio in hin, but novertheless - a young Spun. loyal
to 01¢ Spain. Tor six yoars iarmuel has been sccretary of
the Larre branch of the Stonccutters' mion.

Joo Imigz, a third¢ coapaniom, sits at a table noarbdy,
silent and thoughtful, Iiis Imglish 1s botter than Lavine'o,
yet he makeo no move to help s friond whon he faltors and
propes for a word. it 1s "anuel ulo picks up tho sentence,
tvists 1t into a bolder oxpression of !is own.

nhia Club wag start'! back in 1926," avine sald.

i ere were few panigh herc before 1900. It 1s fumny,
they stagt to come over fast after tic Spanishe-Amorican
Lar. It is fumy, too, that ninety percent in barre, an!
in all of Vermont, cam fron cno province in Spain called
cantander. It ls a placc with as many people &s Vormont.
There 18 granitc in tiwt provincc, hard an' soft, but I
camot say that most of thosc who came to larre had alroady
lcarned the trace ovor tlwre. 1o, I say maybe a half of
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them. !yself, I was a farmer, an' my fathor, too. I leamn
the stonecutting here. Yes, I still vork in the siwds. lor
fiftoen years I work in the ‘onasgzi sheds in ontpelicr,
now I worl here in larrec. In Cantander tic shieds are built
in the opoen, like in Italy. Uhey ¢o not use much machinory,
everytihln: Is hand work, so with the freosh air an' all there
1s 1little canger for the lunca. %ho pay 1s pretty cocd,
Letter tiwan other sldlled worlz 1lile carpentoring or plumb-
Infe +eeee oot of the Spanish in Darre are in thx cranite
vuslncss. Iouls . ja, vho lives In Yontpellior, wus the first
“panish baby vorm in [arro. S"hat was only forty-two ycars
aco. ..t Douth ‘nd there are tan Cpanish owned shodc, an!

at the Jjorth Ind alnost 48 maNy. +e... Spanich non-union
nen? "o, I Co not Imow of any hore -="

VYoung anuel's cyes flashed ancrily. "Soanish none-
unlon menl I should say notl It is the “rench, darm then,
thwmt are nonp-union. Of the save 180 non-union nien in the
arre district, most of them ure rencii, I lmow, I ouwht
to Imow, .. bunch of squawlzers arxi suckers. I Ime, Jhey've
come up to me and pulled their cob story. 'Icok,' they
complain, 'my work 1lg uo ~ood us So=-anc-So's, ‘¢ sets s

Ce00 a cday, I pget only 6,00, 1'm vorth as much ag hic is,
I put In juct as mch tine, Youtve ‘ot to help me. Lhat
can I do about 1t?'" I"mmuclt's darlt forehoad croascd into
a frovm. "Muiners!" hoe cpat. "I shoulc tell them to o
to hell. 1 shiould say: you were satisfied to sneal: up to

sore gl boos Lohlind thwe TMmion's baclkr ané ber; your miscrable
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$5.00 or $6.00 & day. You've got no right to belly-ache
now. Get ocut.” lNanuel slvugged helplessly. "I ghould
tell them that, But the Thion has rulse, I have to stiek
to them. 0. K., I tell them, you've beem working for $5,00
& day for a year, huht 0O, K. then, pay up the Union dues
for that period and you'll get your Union wages,”

Bavine spoke in his halting English, "Some of these
French, they are good Union~men. I know a few of them,
fine fellows--"

Inis, the silent ane, nodded agreeably, )

"Fine fellows | NHenue)l mirdckwed, His full, red lips
curled soornfully. "Those Freneh spoiled everything for
us back in '£2, Ve'd have a lot mpre today 1f it hadn't
been for those strike-breaking rats, Farmers, bakers,
anyone who had hands to work with, Some of 'em had never
seen grenite, I det -"

"Haybe we shonld have stop' them,” Bavine suggested
mldly. Te sat very still. The museles of his seamed faee
were quiet, Only his calloused palms rubbed together rest-
lessly. "You were pretty young then, Mamuel,” he reminded.

"ot too young, Bavine. lot too young, Don't forget
I've been stoncoutting for sixteen years, You lmow what
we should have done? Ue should have massed together, all
of us, down at the Nontpelier raillroad station, and the
barre station., We should have met them at the train.
Varned them to keep out. lie'd have kept them ocut., It
wvouldn't have come to a rood fight, They're too yellow



for that, »2ut thoe nion wasm't so stron:: then, it vasn't
vhat 1t iz today. 7Today it would be easy."

ik, well Marmacl, that is over, no?" CLavine hinted,
"oar friend here would lilkoe to hoar about our Club., I will
tell you: most of the farre “paniards are membors, I'very
night they are welscome here. In the vinter sometimes forty
cr fifty rathcr hereo at night, That is when they have the
rood time. e tallz about thie sheds, an' politics, about
cverything, an' if they et what you say 'too hot under
tho collar,' tiey ¢ in thut 1little room over therc. They
oimt the door. :here they can yell all they want wlthout
Cloturb! the card players out hicre, «.... 0Oh, thoy play
2ll #ind of ramos: bLriscola, trigette, tutti, rmas,. iut

it ls our rule that never thcy chould play for monocy. Lhey
play {or winc or a beer., “hat wve eecll with no profit to
the Club, they pay Just what we pay. iwvice a month we
have ladies!' nishts. Lhen tie all 1g Cheirs, and us men
we iseen out.

e {panish urc pood Iloyullsts, - 8o you sce Ly tie
wvalls =-." lavine incicated tix vivid posters. "Cur Club
hasg conc ood worl: for the victims of Tuscism. In I'rance
therc are 500, 00U refuices in concentrutlon carmps. Lhat
wvar In Spain, 1t started In July of 193€. It did not tuke
ue in .coorica long;: o lend u hand." _avine took a Club
ledrror from tie shelf. ""ce," ¢ ran a stubby, callouscd
firrer dovm a pare filled with fine writing. It was in

“~anich, ncat, i lotters rmeh lile printinz, "“ecec, here



is the record. It say we start' to taize ln contributlions
In ausust. Lhut is fast worit, no. “inecc then, up to date,
ve have talten in (15,000, Just hore in Parro. Oh, thore
are muny ways we raigo money. ostivals, dances, plcnics.
ow we cver have little starmpa, lilze the doublc cross ones
you sec at Cliristmas. ‘iero they are..” Lhey wero udout
an Incl: squarc. m then were printed - Cocledades  ilspanas
Confoderucas. .guca o 1spand,

"¢ have then fron .20 to . 6,00," Davine explained.
"Ihe nembers lave little books, like bank books, an' when

they buy u stamp they ctiel: 1t in the book. In tho nited
“tates today ti.ere are 17¢ Clubs 1like this one that raise
moncy oy our suffering countrymen., It 1o what you call &
bi; confraternity, tiwse Clubs. ¢ have hud a congress in
Phlladel nhila, in iltiecburs, an' in othwr lurgc citics. [he
pency we send to the “panis!: Confederated Soclcety 1n liew
Tori:, and to thc edical Iwcau - to save Tpunlsi: Lenocrucy.
Tarold Iecles, e iz chalrmun of tiut comittec.”

“unmuel spole. "Jou've licard about that siilp that ar-
rived in Veru Cruz, ‘‘exico, two weellm agzo?  Lith 1,000
refurccs aboard. ..¢ll, it wac . oney frou our Upanlgi-
amerlean clubs that ot tixn here ="

cavinc was pursuln ls owm thowlte., "I do nct under-
otanc 1t," Lc sulid hall to lAmsclf., "ilwe Cpain I imow years
ase vag a quict country, cic love'! pcacc. .or farners work!
the riech fields. or artiste were proud to ralre Leautiful
our LI citlec an' cathedrals, . e were 22,000,000 peoplo
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tho want'! omly to be left alome, - an' nov vhat, ou sco
the beautiful cathedrals all smash' an' buried, thc citics
in ruin, .. friend of minc, ¢ say the other day that one
‘paniard e ig 1:41leéd cvery ninc minmates. very nine
rirutes, “od, that ‘.a torrible. ore than onc million

~

~f tem cro lay dead fram thig wvar-'

"Uranco ' amuel scoffed. "Gconeral 'ranco. Iutty in
"ugsclini's hands, that's vhat he is. nd what 1o that
darm "ussolini, “lis om countrymen hate hinm ané higs Pascisn,
oot cvery onc of our older larre Italians hate hirn, .Cn.ly
the youny oncg spealr woll of hin, Thy? Iccause the; Imow
no bettor. Icocausc ke 1o a rabber and a go-gotter, they'ro
rron” to Le of his blood. ‘o't o conquercr, axl it's ~one
to welr heads. 011, I'm Tarrc bornm, but no Mrance [ocs
to =y vad ="

T taye a wife an' threc children in fpain,” Tavine
scid. €& spoc tho words as if ticy were 2 sorrou lon
wvithdraw: in hirmgelf, "'y wife, che tool the chlldren
tocre Just before tix war to gee their grandnother, 0
ctay' too lon:. . fter the war is start! they are nct allow!
tc come haw, It is oy rilctalic, a foolis!: nmistalze. .Alwayo
i+ "wac been in gy Lwart to become the oacrlcan cltizen.
alwaye * say, tomorrow T will falic out the paperz. bt ale
wvays thore iz somcthing cloe to <o, an' so I walt, ut now
7 have talze them out, ol yeg, quicl: 1lilze that, /' just as
gsoor ag T huve ther, I will send for the family. +ee0. [O7

“ny T will not 0 over €or then, I feel safer hicre. It males



¢ clck an' afrald to have them over thore. Tetters? Yes,
7y wife sho writes, an' I writc to her, but what rood is
that” Lhe letters, thoy have been open'., ©ho cannot say
what 1s iIn her heart, she camnot tcll ti:c truth about vhat
is go! on. .n' oy letters to her, they are open?!, too., I
¢o not even dare tell her about all the money we have cole
lect!' for the unfortunate Spanish, or all the rood wo are
cot,"

& Lavine gpolre 'unuel otepped acroes the roam and
tool: fro the wall a photorraph of a pgroup of youn: nen.
cerhars o dozen. ¢ pointed out two in the fromt roc;
"“hese are tuo of our Larrc Toyalists vho went over to
fiht for a Just cause. INhis older cno was born in Cpain
but “e'd lived here for a ~ood ten years, ‘e was voundled,
he rot away, ho told us what woe ~oiry: on in “pairn, ¢
cald 1f thoy ear that you belong to o balers' wion or a
tailors! wnion, your 1lifc ls not safe overnight. <luis
vouncor fellow wac born Mere 4n .arre. ¢ was a ~ood
frien' of minc, . Lrave fellow, i brother was in “pain,
‘e and s fanily. e was !"illed. ‘hat does my friend do?
“o'c never soen “pain, Lnt e paclo up rirfiit away, and ~oes
over to f17t, "o didn't coaw bael., ¢ was !Mlled. e'reo
roin~ to lave a oo pleturo of Nlin, of ilr alone. o'l
rmt 1t there betwoen thoec windous, el !avine?" ¢ usled
ca~erly.

“avine ordled tolerantly. "¢, I don't care. .lcrever

vou wvant,"” ‘¢ Iamched Mnmself in his chalr. "lathor fcocadio
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Lobo is doing good work for our cause, IIe is a very intelligent
prisst, an' good, e came to Ameriea to find help for the
Spanish peeple, For twenty-five years he sald lass every day
in a cathedral in Madrid. He was well liled by the people-"
Davine peused,

Harmel omtinued sealously, "He's been making toure all
over the Tnited States in behalf of the refugees. Io came
here to Darre April twenty-fourth, and spoke in Soampini
HBall., The place was paocked., Ex-mayor Gordon was one of
the caomittee to get him here, he got in trouble for it.
Father Lobo had spoken to the Spanish in Chicago a couple
of days before, his next stop was Bosten., He was good "
Hanuel's eyes shone, "He stood up there in his Roman collar,
Sure, I'm & Catholic, ho'd say. Catholic like Franeo and
his followers., But this ki11ling iz not necessary. It 1s
againet the command of the church-"

Inig, the silent one, nodded,

Barmel contimued., YIt was a dirty trick. The periests
here in Barre absolutely ignored him, They made no gesture
to receive him, It won't stand so good with some of the
Rarre Spanish, They're Catholics evem if they don't go to
church overy Sunday. <.... Spain is a Catholic country.
Before this war the Spanish govormment was contributing
£126,000 a year to the Clurch. Naturally the Chureh officlals
and most priests sided with Franso, It was to the advantage
of the Chareh, Father Iobo scos it as we do. That the
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tributions, cach onc give as I can, I'ather Jobo vas a pgreat
inspiration to our Club members. “ince ¢ came hore the
aturps have doubled their sales."

lavine apgreed. ™Yos, that is trus. I Imow, because I
oell then,"

e had an ..wbulance Drive a while baelk,” 'anuel sald,
l'ado . €56,00 in anc night. last weolk wo had a Cpanish
“losta in thio .rmory ‘all. e took up no collections, only
atralsit admisgsion fees. . ipghty conts and fifty-ive cents.
A professional from licv “ork came to dance for us. ‘arquita
Mores, 4 small ~irl, no more than four feet oloven,‘but
could alic dancol Cho's touring tic country, too, i'or tho
victing of l'mscism. Ohc pets no pay. ‘‘or heart l1s with
tic Toyalists. .1l we dl¢ was pay Lwor fare to larrc, and
her 1lving oxpenses while ol stayed here, There was a
crowd thore that nisht. .o not only U, anish nHeoplc. .iow
mch did we malie, _avino?"

"1 cannot gay for sure," the older ran said. "ill the
oxpensco, they wve not yet beon figare'. ut I ‘uess there

will to a  £00.0u more for our poor Cpanighee'
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